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January 2020
Matthew 2:12: And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, the
wise men left for their own country by another road.
Happy New Year, again. I hope everyone had a Merry Christmas. Now of course
the Christmas story closes with the wise men and we begin to look into another
year. The season is called Epiphany and is the time we are reminded that Christ is
revealed to the whole world not just any one part of it.
This year is a leap year. I have often thought that 29th February should always be a
worldwide holiday as it is a “bonus day” so to speak. This year it falls on a Saturday,
so it could be trial run so to speak, but maybe it is only a dream.

I am sure we all have hopes and dreams for our futures, but I wonder what our
hopes and dreams are for this new year?
This season asks that we look closely at what our hopes are founded on. I recently
read in Isaiah, “The effect of righteousness will be peace, and the result of
righteousness, quietness and trust for ever.” (Isaiah 32:17) For me that sounds like a
good way to begin a new year.
While external forces undoubtedly have an impact on all our lives, how we react to
them also matters. Maybe this year we could think about what it means to be
righteous, to live a righteous life. Over the years, I have noticed how much tension
and discord can be generated in the process of criticising others. This year I plan to
try to be the best I can be. I will consider the quotation from Isaiah and examine
what “righteousness” might mean for me, and I will also recall the quotation at the
end of this letter. It often came up in school assemblies when I was a child, and it
often comes to mind at times when I feel uncertain, at any time of year.
But I also will bear in mind the wise men, who returned to their own country by
“another road”. This reminds me to remain open minded and listen to what God
might be saying. Sometimes, there is another road.
Happy New Year
God bless
David
I said to the man who stood at the Gate of the Year, "Give me a light that I may
tread safely into the unknown." And he replied, "Go out into the darkness, and put
your hand into the hand of God. That shall be to you better than light, and safer
than a known way."
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Vicar’s Letter*
Plans for 2020
When I was studying, before my ordination, we were asked what we thought
might make God laugh. We gave it much thought, and the consensus was that it
might be people who make plans for the future.
We came to this conclusion because the future is unknown, and in a world where
anything can, and often does happen, there are too many unknowns. So, we
need to try to see a broad picture, maybe we might call it a vision, of where we
would like to be in a year or so. But we need to be flexible enough to realise that
things can change in an instant, and if necessary, make revisions.

As we look into an uncertain year, I am thinking about what the year may have in
store for St. Mary’s North Shoebury. A year ago, I had some ideas, and some
have come to fruition, but many have not. We now have a mid-week service of
Holy Communion on Thursday and this service is growing a new congregation. It
is followed by a very successful community coffee morning. That has been very
encouraging, and I am very thankful to all who have been able to offer support
for that, both from the church and from the community.
We have a relaxed second morning service on Sunday at 10:00 and the numbers
are growing. We still do not have regular families with children, but there are
signs that that may change, so this will continue in the new year. It would help if
we kept a lookout for people who might appreciate this style of service.
But it is not only about numbers, it is about how we see ourselves as a church.
Are we a church who is servicing itself, or are we a church with an intention of
finding a way to be of service to the community in which we are situated?
While this is in no way a plan, I think it is a strategy for the coming year. So how
are we going to do this?
There are several ideas already, but large among them is the First Annual Shoeburyness Folk Festival during the first weekend in July. There will be Maypole
Dancing and Country Dancing on St. Mary’s Green, there will be a fish and chip
supper, which may include music from the community. There will be a visit from
a choir. We think it might be possible to hold a flower festival that weekend.
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This is being organised by St. Andrew’s, St. Peter’s and in an effort to try to remind the community that St. Mary’s is open for business, St. Mary’s has been
invited to be part of this. There will be events at all churches, and on East
Beach.
To begin with I would like to hear from anyone who might be able to support
the event.
Members of St. Mary’s have reminded me that there used to be regular social
events. We are smaller than we were, but wouldn’t it be good if in addition
to the Folk Festival we could organise a few more social events this year?
Community is an important part of the Gospel of Christ, without being “in any
one’s face” it is possible to share the love of God. As I have written elsewhere
this month, “The effect of righteousness will be peace”.
Let’s go for it.
Happy New Year.
David
*Rev David Pierce is the Lead Minister at St. Mary’s Church
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Burns Night—What Do People Do?
Many people and organisations hold a Burns supper on or around Burns
Night. These may be informal or formal, only for men, only for women, or
for both genders. Formal events include toasts and readings of pieces
written by Robert Burns. Ceremonies during a Burns Night supper vary
according to the group organizing the event and the location.
The evening centres on the entrance of the haggis on a large platter to
the sound of a piper playing bagpipes. When the haggis is on the table,
the host reads the "Address to a Haggis". This is an ode that Robert
Burns wrote to the Scottish dish. At the end of the reading, the haggis is
ceremonially sliced into two pieces and the meal begins.
Background
Robert Burns was born in Alloway, Scotland, on January 25, 1759. He
died in Dumfries, Scotland, on July 21, 1796. He was a bard (poet) and
wrote many poems, lyrics and other pieces that addressed political and
civil issues. Perhaps his best known work is "Auld Lang Syne", which is
sung at New Year's Eve celebrations in Scotland, parts of the United Kingdom, and other places around the world. Burns is one of Scotland's
important cultural icons and is well known among Scottish expats or
descendants around the world. He is also known as: "Rabbie Burns"; the
"Bard of Ayrshire"; "Scotland's favourite son"; and in Scotland "The Bard".
Robert Burns acquaintances held the first Burns supper on July 21, the
anniversary of his death, in Ayrshire, Scotland, in the late 1700s. The date
was later changed to January 25, which marks his birthday. Burns suppers are now held by people and organizations with Scottish origins
worldwide, particularly in Australia, Canada, England, and the United
States.
At Burns Night events, many men wear kilts and women may wear
shawls, skirts or dresses made from their family tartan. A tartan was
originally a woollen cloth with a distinctive pattern made by using colours
of weft and warp when weaving. Particular patterns and combinations of
colours were associated with different areas, clans and families.
Many types of food are associated with Burns Night. These include:
cock-a-leekie soup (chicken and leek soup); haggis; neeps (mashed
turnips or swedes) and tatties (mashed potatoes); cranachan (whipped
cream mixed with raspberries and served with sweet oat wafers); and
bannocks (a kind of bread cooked on a griddle).
Whisky is the traditional drink.
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January 2020

New Year message from The Right Reverend Stephen Cottrell,
Bishop of Chelmsford.

Live gently and enhance God’s creation in 2020
When I’m having a bad day – or just as importantly, when I’m feeling a bit too
pleased with myself – I say to myself that one day I will be my successors’
predecessor. I find this helps me put myself in perspective. It also helps me to
pray that the decisions I take are not simply for the good of the diocese while I’m
bishop, but will be for the benefit of future generations in East London and Essex.
As I pray for our diocese on the eve of 2020, I also wonder what our world will
look like when the Bishop of Chelmsford writes their New Year message in 2070
or 2120.
This past year has seen concern for the environment grow. Where once we
talked about sustainability, we now question whether the fundamentals of our
present existence on this planet are sustainable at all. We now tend to talk about
climate emergency not just climate change. As this emergency deepens, it is the
poorest and most vulnerable who are suffering most.
In October, I took my staff team to the Franciscan Friary at Hilfield in Dorset to
learn how a community of Christians can intentionally adapt their lives to not
only reduce their environmental impact but also positively enhance their corner
of creation. Please visit them yourself and learn from them. Their heat comes
from biomass. Much of their power from solar. Their food is LOAF (local, organic,
animal-friendly and fairly-traded). Their animals naturally tend their wildflower
meadows and they generously work with their neighbours to create corridors to
support natural habitats.
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How would our attitude to God’s creation differ if we, like the Franciscans,
had to draw our water from the ground directly beneath our feet? Would we
discharge the waste and chemicals into the soil and drains that we currently
do?
Please join me this year in seeking to live gently in the world and enhance
God’s creation. You are your successors’ predecessor. In 2020 bless the inheritance that you bequeath them.
I wish you a peaceful, gentle and sustainable 2020.

HAVE YOU ANYTHING FOR THIS MAGAZINE?
Thank you to David and Bishop Stephen for their
contributions this month. If you have anything which would be of
interest, please contact the editor, Craig Hunter early in the month,
so that your space can be reserved.
07932503644; chunter2009@hotmail.co.uk
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St James the Least of All
The Rectory
St. James the Least

On how to mix town and country – or not
My dear Nephew Darren
Your idea for our two churches to hold a combined New Year’s Day walk was
an admirable one, although I could sense a certain clash of cultures when
your party arrived at the starting point with boots, waterproofs and GPS
equipment. Our own group, rather anticipating tottering between tea shops,
with a little light shopping in between, sported tweed suits, shopping bags
and furled umbrellas.
Even the two sets of dogs seemed bemused with one another, with your Westies and King Charles spaniels making enough noise to scare all the wildlife in
the county, and our Retrievers puzzled why the pheasants were not dropping
from the sky. Dear Miss Mill’s miniature poodle, with the painted toenails,
will probably need life-long counselling; the furthest she had walked previously was from her bed to beside the dining room table.
The electronic navigation equipment brought by members of your group
made me think that if only the wise men had had these blessings, they wouldn’t have had to follow anything as unreliable as a star. Although I suppose that
instead of gold, frankincense and myrrh, they would then have arrived with
an MP3 player, a mobile phone which would have been obsolete before Jesus’
first birthday and a CD of Madonna’s greatest hits.
I do concede that our two congregations learned much from one another. Our
ladies were most interested to hear about the latest in personal trainers,
while yours discovered how to bring a pan of jam to a rolling boil. Your men
seemed impressed to hear of squirrel shooting while ours gathered useful
tips for caravanning abroad. And poor Miss Mill’s poodle learned that the
great outdoors was a parallel and hostile universe.
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By mid-afternoon, however, the balance of power shifted. When the leader of
the walk from your group lost his SatNav, our members felt the need to assert
themselves. The gentlemen navigated using wind direction, moss on trees
and angles of the sun, while our ladies, with tweed skirts furled somewhat
higher than one would have wished, showed yours how to wade through peat
bog without complaining.
Perhaps town and country really can learn from one another. But if Major
Bullock’s wife arrives for Matins next Sunday sporting the latest gym gear,
you will have much to answer for.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace

Sponsored
by
Revd. David
Pierce

If you would like to sponsor a magazine, in memory or
thanksgiving, please contact Francine.
£25 b&w, £35 colour gift aided or not, would cover the
professional printing of a monthly magazine.
Francine Johnson:01702 589244
francinejjohnson@gmail.com
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Why Universities would never give God a job.
He had only one major publication.
It was in Hebrew and Greek.
It had no references.
It wasn’t published in a refereed journal.
Some even doubt He wrote it by Himself.
It may be true that He created the world, but what has He done since
then?
7. The scientific community has had a hard time replicating His results.
8. He rarely came to class, just told students to read the book.
9. Some say He had His Son teach the class.
10. He expelled His first two students.
11. Although there were only 10 requirements, all of His students failed His
test.
12. His office hours were infrequent and usually held on a mountain top.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
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TAYLOR HALDANE BARLEX LLP SOLICITORS
We offer comprehensive and practical advice for all your legal needs. For a
cost-effective service contact us today for a free, no obligation quote.
SPECIALISTS IN:
•
•
•
•
•

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL CONVEYANCING
CRIMINAL MATTERS
WILLS & LASTING POWERS OF ATTORNEY
PROBATE & ADMINISTRATION OF ESTATES
DIVORCE, SEPARATION & CHILD CARE MATTERS

We offer FREE home visits in relation to Wills and Lasting Powers of Attorney
Address: 61 Ness Road, Shoeburyness, SS3 9DB
Tel: 01702 298282
Offices also at: Benfleet, Braintree, Chelmsford, Witham,
Ipswich & Norwich
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CONTACT DETAILS
For all enquiries, including weddings, baptisms, blessings etc.
please, in the first instance, contact the Churchwarden.
Phone numbers are all area code 01702 unless stated
Lead Minister

Revd. David Pierce
07305 710265
david@revdavidpierce.net

Churchwardens

Pat Fitch
585289
pat_fitch@btinternet.com
Craig Hunter
07932503644
chunter2009@hotmail.co.uk

Pastoral Assistant

Kym Hazzard-Garne

Hall Bookings

Phyl Wickenden
Francine Johnson
Michelle Waters
Francine Johnson

582185
589244
589026
589244

(Vacancy)
Wendy Shipperley

588319

Social, Hall & Fundraising Francine Johnson
Phyl Wickenden

589244
582185

PCC Secretary
Church Finance &
Gift Aid Secretary
Electoral Roll
Church Diaries &
Flowers co-ordinator

07826241530

Readers, Chalice Assistants
& Sides persons Rota
Church Wardens
Parish Magazine
Craig Hunter
0793203644
chunter2009@hotmail.co.uk
Churchyard
(Vacancy)
Cleaning co-ordinator
Pat Fitch
585289

THE CHURCH WEB SITE
www.stmarynorthshoebury.org.uk
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Bridge Over Troubled Water
The album Bridge Over Troubled Water by Simon and Garfunkel was
released 50 years ago, on 26th January 1970. It topped the charts in ten
countries and sold 25 million records. It was their fifth and final studio
album.
The song itself, one of their most widely known, was influenced by gospel
music, especially the Swan Silvertones’ version of Mary Don’t You Weep,
which includes the line “I’ll be your bridge over deep water, if you trust in
my name” – a debt acknowledged by Simon.
Art Garfunkel initially refused to sing lead on the song, but was eventually
persuaded, with Paul Simon transposing the key to suit him. Simon wanted a
gospel piano sound, and so hired session musician Larry Knechtel. The song
was initially two verses long, but he thought it was too short and asked
Knechtel to play a third verse, to which he wrote more lyrics.
Despite the many accolades that followed, the duo split up later in 1970,
with Garfunkel concentrating on his film career.
Simon and Garfunkel are both Jewish, and many of the later songs written by
Simon have Christian overtones – this stunning song is no exception.
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When you're weary, feeling small
When tears are in your eyes, I'll dry them all
I'm on your side, oh, when times get rough
And friends just can't be found
Like a bridge over troubled water
I will lay me down
Like a bridge over troubled water
I will lay me down
When you're down and out
When you're on the street
When evening falls so hard
I will comfort you
I'll take your part, oh, when darkness comes
And pain is all around
Like a bridge over troubled water
I will lay me down
Like a bridge over troubled water
I will lay me down
Sail on silver girl
Sail on by
Your time has come to shine
All your dreams are on their way
See how they shine
Oh, if you need a friend
I'm sailing right behind
Like a bridge over troubled water
I will ease your mind
Like a bridge over troubled water
I will ease your mind
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JANUARY

Family Service

Parish Eucharist

5th January
2nd Sunday of
Christmas

10am Family Eucharist
Revd. David Pierce

11.00am
Parish Eucharist
Revd. David Pierce

12th January
The Baptism of
Christ

10am Family Service
Tony Pond

11:00am
Parish Eucharist
Revd. John Russell

19th January
2nd Sunday of
Epiphany

10am Family Service
Revd. David Pierce

11.00am
Parish Eucharist
Revd. David Pierce

26th January
3rd Sunday of
Epiphany

10am Family Service
Revd. David Pierce

11.00am
Parish Eucharist
Revd. David Pierce
12:15 pm
Healing Service
Kym Hazzard-Garne

Mid-week services
Monday

Thursday

9:00am

Morning prayer

9:00am

Morning prayer

10:00am

Communion

10:30am

Coffee Morning

TRANSPORT TO CHURCH
Please let the Churchwardens know if any
parishioners would appreciate a lift to Church
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Evening Prayer
5 p.m.
Friday at 10, Herongate
(Kym's home)
RESERVED SACRAMENT
The Sacrament is reserved for the
Communion of the sick and
housebound. Please let the Pastoral
Assistant know of any parishioners
who would like to receive communion
at home.
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