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September 2020 – Where two or three are gathered 

Matthew 18:20 

 20For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.’ 

Lockdown started on the 23rd March 2020.  Here I am writing this on             

18th August 2020, 148 days later.  A great deal has happened in this time.  The 

virus is still there, but we know more about it.  We are more aware of the 

methods of spread, and we still need to be cautious, regardless of what any 

government may say.  We need to care both for ourselves, and each other.  

The agenda of a government is very different. 

In this time church has changed.  Just before lockdown, we had changed the 

way church worked, we had smaller groups, simple distanced services.  Now, 

our churches are open again, but there are still restrictions.  This has had an 

impact on families who are looking for Baptism, those who are wishing to get 

married, but also for those who are trying to organise funerals. 

Our regular weekly services are reduced, and for those who are unable to 

attend church, but still wish to be part of the family that is St. Mary’s North 

Shoebury some services are streamed on the Internet.  

This brings me back to the verse I chose for this letter.  I have always thought 

of “two or three” being gathered in one place would probably be in church.      

I had not considered, until recently, that this might also those include gathered 

across the Internet.  Our lovely Morning Prayer uses Zoom on Monday and 

Thursday, but we gather in Jesus’ name. 

So, when two or three are gathered in the name of Jesus, what changes?    

Well, in some ways the dynamics of the meeting change.  If we gather in the 

name of Jesus, then our focus cannot be on ourselves.  If our focus is on       

ourselves, then we have not gathered in Jesus’ name. 

In the last few weeks, “the church”, but particularly the Church of England has 

come under attack.  One headline in the Times read, “Is the CoE intent on    

killing off the parish church?”  Apart from regaling against what is seen as the 

“centralisation” of the church, the author goes on the criticise all those whose 

churches are closed.  The buildings were closed to protect members from the 

virus.  Even with my somewhat limited mind, this makes sense.  I am sure no 

one wants members of their congregation to become infected. 
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So many people have been shown to be concerned more with access to 

buildings than living out the Gospel of Christ.  We few who attend St. Mary’s 

are the church in North Shoebury.  We meet in the Christ’s name, and share 

his peace (Gospel). 

So, we look to the next few months in our church with hope.  On Tuesday 8th 

September, we celebrate the Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary because we 

do not normally meet for worship on a Tuesday, we will remember the Birth 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary on Sunday 6th September at our morning        

Eucharist.  But there will also be a service of Evensong on 6th September at 

6:00 p.m. taken from the Book of Common Prayer.   Towards the end of 

September or the beginning of       October, we will celebrate Harvest Festi-

val.  I am not sure of the date at the moment, I am waiting to be told!  We 

will remember the Fallen in both World Wars on Sunday 8th November, and 

on Sunday 29th November, advent Sunday, the new church year begins. 

We are the church in North Shoebury where this building has existed since 

about 1245, where people like us have met in the name of Christ on a daily 

or weekly basis.   

As long as two or three people meet in the name of Jesus, the church will 

continue. 

God bless, 

David 

* David Pierce is Lead Minister at St Mary the Virgin 

 Political career 

American teacher to students: “Be diligent and steadfast, and you will 
succeed. Take the case of George Washington, our first ever         

president. Do you remember my telling you of the great difficulty that 
George Washington had to face? The big problem that could have 

been the end of his political career?” 

“Sure,” said a student.  “He couldn’t tell a lie.” 
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The Church garden work 

party this month will be 

on  

Saturday  

12th September  

from 2-4pm 

Mid-week services 

Monday 9:00am  Morning prayer  

Thursday 9:00am  Morning prayer 

   10:00am  Communion 

   

Middle class 

Young son to father: “Dad, what is the middle class?” 

Dad: “The middle class consists of people who are not poor enough to 
accept charity and not rich enough to donate anything.” 
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Visit of Bishop John Perumbalath, Bishop of Bradwell 
Bishop John has been invited to Preach and Preside  

at our Parish Eucharist Service at  

10.30 a.m. on September 20th.   

John Perumbalath[1] (born 1966)[2] is a bishop 
in the Church of England. He has been Bishop 
of Bradwell in the Diocese of Chelmsford, 
since 3 July 2018.[3] He had     previously 
been Archdeacon of Barking[4] in the same    
Diocese from 2013 to 2018.[5] Perumbalath 
comes from the ancient Christian community 
in Kerala, South India. He moved to north     
India for higher studies and then teaching. He 
was ordained in the Church of North India in 
1994.  

 

 

Perumbalath is broadly within he   open Catholic tradition with an evangelical 
passion. He follows a Benedictine framework of spirituality and supports the 
ministry of women in the church at all levels. He acknowledges the    influence 
of the evangelical,          Anglo-Catholic and Oriental Orthodox traditions in 
shaping his theology. He trained for ordination at the Union Biblical Semi-
nary in Pune ([3]) which is the leading evangelical theological college in India. 
He has served in open          Catholic, open evangelical and conservative      
Catholic parishes and has been known as a unifying  leader in situations of 
conflict. Theologically he belongs to the Post-Critical tradition and is influenced 
by :- 

George Lindbeck, Walter Brueggemann and Richard B. Hays.  

 

Perumbalath is married to Jessy, a mathematics teacher. They have one      
daughter, Anugraha, a medical doctor.  

 

It has been a long time since a Bishop has lead a service at St. Mary's, so please 
put this date in your diary.  Although numbers are at this time still limited, 
please let us know if you are able to attend.   

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Perumbalath#cite_note-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Perumbalath#cite_note-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishop_of_Bradwell
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishop_of_Bradwell
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diocese_of_Chelmsford
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Perumbalath#cite_note-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archdeacon_of_Barking
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Perumbalath#cite_note-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Perumbalath#cite_note-5
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_North_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglo-Catholicism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Union_Biblical_Seminary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Union_Biblical_Seminary
http://www.ubs.ac.in/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open_evangelicalism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Lindbeck
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_Brueggemann
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_B._Hays
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CHURCH HALL CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

ANNIVERSARIES  BIRTHDAY PARTIES  CHRISTENINGS   

RETIREMENT PARTIES  SPECIAL EVENTS VERY REASONABLE RATES 

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO BOOK, 

CONTACT – PHYL  01702 582185 



7 

 

St James the Least of All 

On how to survive a weekend away with the young people 

 

The Rectory 

St James the Least of All 

 

My dear Nephew Darren 

 

I think your idea for both our Confirmation groups getting together for a 
weekend away – socially distanced, of course - was excellent and our     
meeting last week drew most of the plans together. We didn’t take any 
minutes, so let me record the decisions I believe we made. 

 

Since all of us have to sleep far apart at the centre, I am prepared to spend 
the nights at a local hotel. By chance, I have found that there is a four star 
one only a few miles away, so I have booked myself in. 

 

As the dining area in the youth centre may be cramped, I am also willing to 
have dinner each evening at the hotel, thereby creating more space for the 
rest of you. An additional sadness is that, since breakfast at the hotel is not 
served until 8am, I will not be able to join you either for your pre-breakfast 
dip in the nearby stream. It would be grossly unfair to expect you to pack 
lunch for me, so I will arrange for the hotel to provide me with a picnic   
hamper for one which I can have while you all enjoy your cheese and pickle 
sandwiches. 

 

I think it will be an excellent learning experience if you prepare all the 
teaching sessions yourself, but be assured that I will always be on hand to 
give the advice of experience. That large armchair near the fire in the     
common room seems to be the best place for me to sit, so I can keep an eye 
on proceedings, while I take on the responsibilities for stoking the fire. This 
reminds me; do make sure that the young people are encouraged to saw 
enough logs each morning for me to fulfil my obligations. 
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Naturally, my arthritis will prevent me being able to accompany you on 
your afternoon hikes, but I will cheerfully park my car wherever you leave 
the minibus, to provide a second vehicle in case of emergencies. I do not 
mind in the least waiting all those long hours until you get back; I have      
already found an attractive tea shop in the village. 

 

I am fully aware that not sleeping or dining at the centre, not being             
responsible for preparing the teaching, nor being involved on the walks will 
mean that my contributions will be ever so slightly limited, but these are            
sacrifices I gladly make in order to give you further experience in your   
ministerial career. 

 

Your loving uncle,   

Eustace 

Landmark book explores Celtic Christianity 

 

A retired archdeacon has told the remarkable story of Britain’s oldest centre 
of learning.   

 

Philip Morris, former Archdeacon of Margam, has written the first in-depth 
history of the monastery and training school founded in the small Welsh 
town of Llantwit Major – Llanilltud Fawr – more than 1,500 years ago. 

 

St Illtud’s monastic community dates back to around 500AD and is regarded 
as the cradle of Celtic Christianity. It has been called the ‘Christian axis of the 
Celtic-speaking people’ and the ‘University of the Atlantic of the Celtic     
period’ by church historians. 

 

Llanilltud – The Story of a Celtic Christian Community by Philip Morris is pub-
lished by Y Lolfa and described as 'one of the greatest untold stories in    
British history'.   
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Happy Birthday, Glastonbury Festival  

 

Glastonbury Festival. The name conjures up images of world-famous bands 
and singers making loud music before enthusiastic crowds who are up to their 
knees in mud.  

it all began 50 years ago this month, on 19th September 1970, when a farmer, 
Michael Eavis, opened his farm, Worthy Farm near Pilton in Somerset, for a 
festival. He called it the Pilton Pop, Blues & Folk Festival and about 1,500    
people turned up. It was a success, soon had changed its name, and by 1981 it 
had become an annual event.  

Glastonbury was born out of the hippie ethic and free festival movement of the 
late 1960s and early 1970s. It is now the world’s largest greenfield festival,   
attracting about 135,000 each year  

In 2017 the BBC renewed its exclusive national rights to broadcast the event 
until 2022.  

Then this Spring, in March 2020, the 50th anniversary of the festival had to be 
cancelled due to coronavirus.  The next Glastonbury Festival is planned for 
June 2021. 
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http://www.merenda.co.uk/
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Hover over the picture then “left click” to      

follow the link 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p026x1wv/p026x1s6
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=carol+ann+duffy+reading&&view=detail&mid=8FF001D30271E65B3EE18FF001D30271E65B3EE1&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dcarol%2Bann%2Bduffy%2Breading%26FORM%3DHDRSC3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5RiBO59eKDk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3CxcBc8hrUE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nDXnEgD3_Yw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L2PfrDrAIR0
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HYMN:  The story behind … ABIDE WITH ME 

 

One of the most famous hymns in the world came out of Brixham, near    
Torbay, Devon, in 1847.   

 

In those days it was a poor, obscure fishing village, and the vicar was the Rev 
Henry Francis Lyte. It was a discouraging place to be a pastor, but Henry felt 
that God wanted him there, and so he stayed, though it was lonely work, and 
he suffered constant ill health.  

 

By the time he was 54, Henry had contracted tuberculosis and asthma, and 
he and his family knew he was dying. It would have been so easy for him to 
look back on his life and feel a complete failure.  What had he ever much ac-
complished? And yet – and yet – Henry knew that in life it is not worldly   
success that matters, but how much we respond to Jesus Christ, and how 
much we follow Him.   

 

In September of 1847 Henry was preparing to travel to the south of France, 
as was the custom for people with tuberculosis at that time. One day before 
he left, he read the story in the gospel of Luke about the two disciples on the 
road to Emmaus. They were met by Jesus on the day of His resurrection, and 
they invited Him to stay with them because it was getting late. “Abide with 
us”, they said “for it is towards evening.”   

 

“Abide with us - for it is toward evening.” These words struck a chord with 
Henry, who knew that it was getting ‘towards evening’ in his life. So, he sat 
down and wrote this hymn as a prayer to God – (the following are just some 
of the verses) 
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HAVE YOU ANYTHING FOR THIS MAGAZINE? 

Thank you to David for his 
contributions this month. If you have anything which would be of   

interest, please contact the editor, Craig Hunter early in the month, 
so that your space can be reserved. 

07932503644; chunter2009@hotmail.co.uk 

Abide with me 

 

Abide with me; fast falls the eventide; 

The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide! 

When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 

Help of the helpless, O abide with me. 

 

Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day; 

Earth’s joys grow dim; its glories pass away; 

Change and decay in all around I see; 

O Thou who changest not, abide with me. 

 

I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless; 

Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness. 

Where is death’s sting?  Where, grave, thy victory? 

I triumph still, if Thou abide with me.  

 

Shortly after Henry wrote that hymn, he preached his last sermon. He 
was so ill he practically crawled into the pulpit to do so. A few weeks lat-
er, in Nice, France, he died, and so of course he never knew that his hymn 
would go on to become greatly loved the world over.   
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THE CHURCH WEB SITE 

www.stmarynorthshoebury.org.uk 

 
CONTACT DETAILS 

 
          For all enquiries, including weddings, baptisms, blessings etc.        

 please, in the first instance, contact the Churchwarden. 

Phone numbers are all area code 01702 unless stated 

        Lead Minister    Revd. David Pierce  07305  710265 
        david@revdavidpierce.net              

Churchwarden   Craig Hunter      07932503644 
                                           chunter2009@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 
Hall Bookings      Phyl Wickenden                    582185 
       Francine Johnson    589244 
PCC Secretary     Michelle Waters                589026 
Church Finance &   Francine Johnson     589244 
Gift Aid Secretary          
 
Electoral Roll                      (Vacancy) 
Church Diaries  &               Wendy Shipperley    588319  
Flowers co-ordinator        
 
Social, Hall & Fundraising Francine Johnson     589244 
                                           Phyl Wickenden     582185 

    
 
Readers, Chalice Assistants 
& Sides persons Rota   Church Wardens      
Parish Magazine   Craig Hunter        0793203644                                  
       chunter2009@hotmail.co.uk 
Churchyard                       (Vacancy) 
Cleaning co-ordinator      Pat Fitch       585289 
 
 

  

mailto:david@revdavidpierce.net
https://www.stmarynorthshoebury.org.uk/
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https://www.stibbards.co.uk/
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We are missing out  on the many donations we could be gaining if we 

had only more people join our cause. Please use the “Refer a friend” link 

in your account to invite one person this month to join in enterprise with 

us. 

Consider whether you could  raise a donation by 

Raise without spending anything! 

Here are some retailers you can get a FREE donation with for 

your good cause 

2 Cor 9: 6-7  

“He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also 
reap bountifully. So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of 
necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+cor+9%3A6-7&version=NKJV
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TAYLOR HALDANE BARLEX LLP SOLICITORS 

We offer comprehensive and practical advice for all your legal needs. For a 
cost-effective service contact us today for a free, no obligation quote. 

 
SPECIALISTS IN: 

• RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL CONVEYANCING 

• CRIMINAL MATTERS 

• WILLS & LASTING POWERS OF ATTORNEY 

• PROBATE & ADMINISTRATION OF ESTATES 

• DIVORCE, SEPARATION & CHILD CARE MATTERS 

We offer FREE home visits in relation to Wills and Lasting Powers of Attorney 

Address: 61 Ness Road, Shoeburyness, SS3 9DB  

   Tel: 01702 298282 

Offices also at: Benfleet, Braintree, Chelmsford, Witham,  

   Ipswich & Norwich 

 

https://thblegal.com/
http://www.lawsociety.org.uk/support-services/accreditation/family-mediation/
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He gave us eyes to see them:  ‘The Madonna of the Goldfinch’ by Raphael 

 

The weeks and months of lockdown have been difficult and testing times for 
many of us, but they have also provided the opportunity to look afresh at the 
world of nature. With less traffic on the roads, less air pollution, and less 
noise pollution, the sky has somehow seemed bluer and the bird song more 
joyful and confident.  

 

It is appropriate that we focus this month on one such bird noted for its liq-
uid, tinkling song - the goldfinch. In this month we also celebrate the feast of 
the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary on 8 September, and so the painting is 
‘The Madonna of the Goldfinch’ by Raphael. 

 

Raphael was only 37 years old when he died in 1520, but his work is marked 
by maturity and great beauty. No more so than in this painting which shows 
Mary with a young Jesus and John the Baptist. You could easily miss the tiny 
bird which is carefully held by John and gently stroked by Jesus, who has one 
foot resting on His mother’s. It is an intimate, tender scene which was painted 
in 1505 as a wedding gift for Lorenzo Nasi. It was badly damaged by an earth-
quake in 1548, painstakingly restored in the early part of this century, and 
now hangs in the Uffizi in Florence. 

 

As we look, we rejoice in the grace and simplicity of the scene. We look again 
and ask ourselves ‘Why a goldfinch?’ The bird has a red spot on its head, and 
legend tells that the goldfinch flew down to the cross of Calvary to take a 
thorn from the crown of thorns. As it pulled the thorn in its beak, its head was 
splashed with a drop of blood.  

 

And so this painting of gentleness and innocence opens out into a wider can-
vas of redemptive love. Our thoughts move from infancy to the cross. Mary, sat 
on a rock, is reading ‘The Throne of Wisdom’, and the artist is inviting us to 
ponder where true wisdom is found. Here, as we look at the wonder of nature 
and new life with a mother and children, but also as we look ahead to the 
‘wisest love’ of Jesus who is our Redeemer. 
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https://www.guiver.co.uk/?doing_wp_cron=1588516951.5621109008789062500000

