St Mary the Virgin

DECEMBER
2020

North Shoebury

MONDAY 21ST DECEMBER— WINTER SOLSTICE
THURSDAY 24TH DECEMBER—CHRISTMAS EVE
FRIDAY 25TH DECEMBER—CHRISTMAS DAY
SATURDAY 26TH DECEMBER—BOXING DAY
THURSDAY 31ST DECEMBER—HOG MANAY
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Mid-week services
Monday 9:00am

Morning prayer

Thursday 9:00am

Morning prayer

10:00am

Communion
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Advent 2020
David, a servant and shepherd of Jesus Christ, by the will of God, to the
church of St. Mary the Virgin North Shoebury.
Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
It was with these words that I began my ministry at St. Mary’s, North Shoebury
in December 2018. As I begin my third year with St. Mary’s Church, and look
forward with eager anticipation into a new year, I also wonder what changes
have occurred in the last two years.
Together, we have worked through the Gospels of St. Luke, and St. Matthew. As
they lay out their accounts of the ministry of our Lord, I am challenged time and
time again to look deeply at my life. This year, our readings will be drawn from
the Gospel of Mark. The same is true. Mark’s Gospel is full of energy. It is going
to be another great year.
As we enter a new church year at Advent, it is a good time to look both forward
and backward. But in this process, there are perils. I have spoken many times
about the dangers of dwelling too much in the past or considering the future.
The writer C.S. Lewis encourages us not to dwell on the past and the future, for
they are full of failures and fears, but rather to fix our eyes on the present and
eternity. He writes, “For the present is the point at which time touches
eternity”.
Advent is a time of expectation and preparation. We are preparing to celebrate
the coming of Christ. The fundamental prayer in this season is “Maranatha” –
“our Lord come”.
We do need to be careful not to get this season confused with the similar time
of Lent. Lent is about penitence and will come soon enough.
If we were members of the family of Joseph and Mary, we would be in the last
days of Mary’s pregnancy. I am told that the birth of a child is the most
disruptive event that can happen to a family.
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In Luke’s Gospel, we read that Joseph and Mary are about to set off on their
journey to Jerusalem. A migration enforced upon them by the Roman
occupying force, and at this most dangerous time in Mary’s pregnancy.
In Matthew’s Gospel, we read that they are about to find themselves face to
face with a battle between earthly kingdoms and heavenly kingdoms. They will
soon become refugees fleeing to a land of safety. It seems little has changed in
two thousand years.
As we approach the season of Advent, I wonder if we are ready for Advent?
Are we in a state of mind that allows us to find time to reflect?
A baby is about to be born. Isn’t that just the most wonderful thing to happen.
The family waits in expectation. Uncles and aunts, grannies and grandpas are
just full of anticipation. This is how we can use Advent as we prepare for
Christmas. To fill ourselves full of excitement.
So, we welcome the new church year with the knowledge that Christ was born.
Just like any child, this birth was one of the most pleasantly disruptive moments in the history of humankind.
This is the moment time touches eternity. So rejoice, the Lord is king.
Maranatha, come Lord come.

David Pierce is Lead Minister at St Mary

If you would like to sponsor a magazine, for a birthday,
anniversary, in memory or for thanksgiving,
please contact Francine.
£25 b&w, £35 colour gift aided or not, would cover the
professional printing of a monthly magazine.
Francine Johnson 01702 589244
francinejjohnson@gmail.com
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CHURCH HALL CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
ANNIVERSARIES BIRTHDAY PARTIES CHRISTENINGS
RETIREMENT PARTIES SPECIAL EVENTS VERY REASONABLE RATES
FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO BOOK,
CONTACT – PHYL 01702 582185
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St James the Least of All

On the best ways for a vicar to disrupt Christmas
The Rectory
St James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
I am sorry I was not alive during that wonderful four-year period when Oliver
Cromwell abolished Christmas; no Christmas parties, no carol services, no
cards to send and no frantic last-minute shopping. That man was a hero.
Planning for Christmas at St James’ normally starts on 2nd January. By Easter,
the flowers for church have been carefully chosen to be colour coordinated,
and the seating plans and table decorations for the Christmas party have been
allocated (with nominated reserves in case someone should inconveniently die
in the intervening eight months). Long before Summer is over, the tree lights
have been tested, music for the 9 Lessons and Carols Service has been chosen
and the service sheets printed. Way before the dark nights set in, car parking
attendants will have been found, those who are to light all the candles will
have been rehearsed to perfection, and the brass lectern has had its annual
polish.
We do not do spontaneity at St James the Least of All. If ever there was a
service when time for something unexpected had to be allowed, its place
would be announced in the order of service, how long the unexpected thing
would happen for would have been decided by a committee, and who was to
be spontaneous would have been allocated on a rota.
But the one person none of these well-meaning, efficient, committed
organisers can control is the Rector. You could call it a staff perk.
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Carols will (accidentally, of course) be announced in the wrong order; if verse
3 was to be omitted, I announce it will be verse 4. This keeps the organist on
his toes while the choir hovers on the point of a collective nervous
breakdown. At the Christmas supper, my introductory welcome speech and
extensive grace make those in the kitchen wonder if the vegetables being
boiled should better be served as thick soup.
I offer the helpful suggestion that the tree, having been installed and
decorated in the chancel, may perhaps look better in the sanctuary and I turn
all the heating off throughout the season, explaining that it will help the
flowers to last. All Services will start five minutes early (was my watch rather
fast?) so I can look disapprovingly at those still coming in while we are
singing the first carol and making it clear that I think they had spent too long
in the pub next door.
And so we all reach Christmas morning, with 12 months of planning having
gone yet again slightly awry, with parishioners exhausted and I exhilarated at
the chaos that has been created with such ease. Mr Cromwell, your spirit lives
on.

Your loving uncle,
Eustace

The Virgin
Behold the Virgin approaching near,
And the Christ so young upon her breast,
Angels low-bowing before them here,
And the King of life saying, ‘Tis best’.
Old Celtic prayer
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TAYLOR HALDANE BARLEX LLP SOLICITORS
We offer comprehensive and practical advice for all your legal needs. For a
cost-effective service contact us today for a free, no obligation quote.
SPECIALISTS IN:
•
•
•
•
•

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL CONVEYANCING
CRIMINAL MATTERS
WILLS & LASTING POWERS OF ATTORNEY
PROBATE & ADMINISTRATION OF ESTATES
DIVORCE, SEPARATION & CHILD CARE MATTERS

We offer FREE home visits in relation to Wills and Lasting Powers of Attorney
Address: 61 Ness Road, Shoeburyness, SS3 9DB
Tel: 01702 298282
Offices also at: Benfleet, Braintree, Chelmsford, Witham,
Ipswich & Norwich
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God in the Sciences
This series is written by Dr Ruth M Bancewicz, who is Church Engagement
Director at The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion in Cambridge. Ruth
writes on the positive relationship between Science and Christian faith.
Follow the Star
Jesus’ welcoming committee included Eastern scholars who learned about His
birth through their study of astrology. I can’t help thinking that the arrival of
these people at Bethlehem is a link between a very early form of science
(albeit mixed in with their own form of religion) and Christian faith. What
better way to discover God than to explore the world and follow the evidence
wherever it leads? But what exactly was the star of Bethlehem? Scientists have
investigated this question over the centuries, coming up with a variety of
answers.
First, there is the idea of a supernova: the massively bright explosion caused
by a dying star. On rare occasions a supernova can be seen from Earth with the
naked eye, remaining visible for several months. We now know that Herod the
Great died around 4BC, so the actual date of Jesus’ birth must be a little earlier.
The supernovae that might match this timing were one in the Andromeda galaxy between March 8BC and September 7BC, and another in the constellation
of Capricorn in the Spring of 5BC.
Finally, the bright astronomical object that drew the Magi could have been a
comet. This idea came from Sir Colin Humphreys, Professor of Materials
Science at Cambridge University, and Oxford astronomer WG Waddington,
who found that a comet was recorded by Chinese astronomers between March
and May, 5BC. Humphreys then speculated that the ‘no room at the inn’
scenario came about because Jesus was born during Passover, and the Magi
visited Jesus in May or June.
People interpret the biblical account of Jesus’ birth in all sorts of ways, but
there’s very little argument from serious historians that Jesus of Nazareth actually existed. Whatever the true explanation for the ‘star of Bethlehem’ may
be, there’s plenty of evidence that an astronomical event could have happened
at the time of His birth.
I think it makes perfect sense that if God was going to enter His own creation
and take on the form of one of His own creatures, it should be marked by a
very significant physical event!

9

10

Bishop Peter’s Christmas message: The Difference of Christmas

Because of the pandemic Christmas is going to
be different this year and that will be so hard.
As I write, we don’t exactly know how, but it is
likely that we won’t be able to gather fully as
families; no big parties and celebrations; our
Christmas worship together will be limited.
Added to that many more families than in
recent years will struggle to buy Christmas
presents or even put a Christmas dinner on the
table.
Christmas 2020 will be different.
Yet the truth is that the first Christmas was very different too. The heart of
that difference was and remains that Christmas is for outsiders. Everyone
gathered in that stable when Jesus was born was an outsider: the shepherds
were outside the strict religious rules of the day because of their dirty job
with the sheep; Joseph and Mary were in all probability marginalized because
Mary was pregnant before marriage. And the Christ Child himself came from
totally outside – from the glory of heaven to earth, to be born outside amidst
the mess of our humanity. So if you feel an outsider as Christmas approaches,
this same Jesus and his church is there for you and any others who feel
isolated or neglected.
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So however we celebrate this Christmas, the challenge is to make a difference
to those amongst whom we live. If you truly want to make a difference this
Christmas then:
• Mend a quarrel; apologise if you were wrong; forgive someone who has
treated you badly.
• Give something away -- anonymously.
• Help out at a foodbank
• If we are allowed to, visit someone who is lonely or in need, or e mail, or
even write to them. Christmas cards and e mails are going to be so important
this year.
• Tell someone who needs to hear it that you love them.
Give as God gave to you in Christ, without obligation, or announcement. That
is the Christian difference. But there is also something to receive at Christmas
too: that gift is Christ himself.
After the angel appeared to the shepherds, Luke says this:
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to
one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened,
which the Lord has told us about.”
And they did exactly that. However we celebrate Christmas this year we must,
with the shepherds, once again go to Bethlehem and peek inside that stable
door to see the wonder of all wonders – that the Almighty God loves us
enough to come amongst us as a weak and vulnerable baby, born on the outside. A baby who grew up to die on a cross outside the city wall for our sins
and rose mightily from the dead to give us hope for our futures.
God has left Jesus outside on the doorstep of all our lives. The question, as
with all babies left on doorsteps, is who will open the door and take him in?

That is the difference of Christmas ….

12

CONTACT DETAILS
For all enquiries, including weddings, baptisms, blessings etc.
please, in the first instance, contact Pat Fitch.
01702 585289
Phone numbers are all area code 01702 unless stated
Lead Minister

Revd. David Pierce
07305 710265
david@revdavidpierce.net

Churchwarden

Craig Hunter
07932 503644
chunter2009@hotmail.co.uk

Hall Bookings

Phyl Wickenden
Francine Johnson
Michelle Waters
Francine Johnson

582185
589244
589026
589244

Sue Arnold
Wendy Shipperley

586453
588319

Social, Hall & Fundraising Francine Johnson
Phyl Wickenden

589244
582185

PCC Secretary
Church Finance &
Gift Aid Secretary
Electoral Roll
Church Diaries &
Flowers co-ordinator

Readers, Chalice Assistants
& Sides persons Rota
Church Warden
Parish Magazine
Craig Hunter
07932 503644
chunter2009@hotmail.co.uk
Churchyard
(Vacancy)
Safeguarding Officer
Pat Fitch
585289

THE CHURCH WEB SITE
www.stmarynorthshoebury.org.uk
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Eglantyne Jebb – founder of ‘Save the Children’
Here is a modern-day saint whose compassion and determination has saved
literally millions of lives.
Eglantyne did not begin as an obvious ‘mover and shaker’ of people. Born in
Shropshire in 1876, she grew up in Ellesmere, studied history at Lady
Margaret Hall in Oxford, taught at Marlborough, and then resigned as she was
not physically robust.
Eglantyne moved to live with her mother in Cambridge, and it would have
been so easy to settle for a life of peaceful obscurity. But she was a Christian,
and at Oxford she had developed a passion for social concerns, so this compassion now drove her to take action. She began in 1906 by publishing
research on the poverty she’d found in Cambridge.
Then in 1912 the Balkan Wars broke out, and Eglantyne left Cambridge for
Macedonia. Her months among the refugees led her to decide that long-term
constructive aid was more effective than short-term handouts.
The First World War left Eglantyne horrified by the prolonged Allied blockade
on Germany and Austria-Hungary, which even after Armistice meant
starvation for millions of civilians, especially children.
And so in1919 Eglantyne and her sister Dorothy Buxton helped found the
‘Fight the Famine’ Council, which wanted to end the blockade and establish a
League of Nations.
One day during a rally in Trafalgar Square, Eglantyne was arrested for
distributing a leaflet showing starving children which read: “Our blockade has
caused this – millions of children are starving to death.”
She ended up in court and was fined, but the judge was so impressed with Eglantyne’s commitment to children that he himself paid her fine. His money
became the first donation to Save the Children, the new charity just set up by
Eglantyne and Dorothy.

Save the Children was officially launched at the Albert Hall in May 1919, with
the aim of helping the starving civilians of central Europe. It was a success,
raising £400,000 in that first year alone. When in the autumn of 1921 Russia
was facing famine, Save the Children chartered a cargo ship, the SS Torcello, to
carry 600 tons of lifesaving food and medical supplies to Russia – saving hundreds of thousands of lives.
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By 1922 Save the Children had become one of Britain’s biggest charities.
Eglantyne’s Declaration of the Rights of the Child, written in 1923, was
adopted by the League of Nations the following year. The present-day UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child is derived from it.
But ten years of running Save the Children had sapped Eglantyne’s fragile
strength, and she died in Geneva in 1928, aged only 52.

Many thanks to
Revd. David Pierce
Who has sponsored
the publication of this
month’s magazine .

Mince pies
Did you know that mince pies have been traditional English Christmas fare since
the Middle Ages, when meat was a key ingredient? The addition of spices, suet
and alcohol to meat came about because it was an alternative to salting and
smoking in order to preserve the food. Mince pies used to be a different shape –
cradle-shaped with a pastry baby Jesus on top.
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https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/preparingadvent-christmas-2020-comfort-and-joy
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Day 1 Let the countdown begin St Peter’s Church, Hinguar Street.

Day 2 Winter Wonderland 116 Richmond Avenue
Day 3 It's a Mystery! Salvation Army, Frobisher Way
Day 4 It’s Behind You! Bournes Green Junior School, Ladram Road
Day 5 Are we there yet? 20 Newell Avenue
Day 6 Hanging Around 56 Wakering Road
Day 7 7 Swans a Swimming 79 Gunners Rise
Day 8 Bouncing Baubles Thorpedene Primary School, Delaware Road
Day 9 Christmas Forest Richmond Avenue Primary School, Richmond Avenue.
Day 10 Shadowy Silhouettes Shoeburyness High school, 79 Caulfield Road
Day 11 Brrr It’s Cold Outside Hinguar Primary School, New Garrison Road
Day 12 Virtual Window Check out our Facebook Page
Day 13 Joy to the World Friars Baptist Church, Eagle Way
Day 14 Away in the Manger 19 Ravendale Way

Day 15 Beautiful glass Bournes Green Infants School, Burlescoombe Road
Day 16 Surprise, Surprise 112 Wakering Avenue
Day 17 Oh Star of Wonder St Mary’s Church, North Shoebury Road
Day 18 Patch work Christmas 77 St Andrew’s Road
Day 19 Virtual Window Check out the Facebook Page
Day 20 A Christmas Secret South Shoebury Hall, Church Hall
Day 21 The Wisemen guided from afar Shoebury and Thorpe Bay Baptist Church,
90 Thorpedene Gardens
Day 22 The Nut Cracker Junior Masters Performing Arts, Towerfield Road
Day 23 A house made for eating 19 Wakering Avenue
Day 24 Journey’s End St Andrew’s Church, Church Road.
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