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THURSDAY 1ST APRIL—MAUNDAY THURSDAY 

FRIDAY 2ND APRIL—GOOD FRIDAY 

SUNDAY 4TH APRIL—EASTER SUNDAY 

FRIDAY 23RD APRIL—ST GEORGE’S DAY 

St Mary the Virgin—North Shoebury 

APRIL 2021 
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HAVE YOU ANYTHING FOR THIS MAGAZINE? 

Thank you to David and Sue for their 
contributions this month and to Alan & Rosemary for their       

sponsorship of the magazine in celebration of their wedding       
Anniversary. If you have anything which would be of interest, 

please contact the editor, Craig Hunter early in the month, so that 
your space can be reserved. 

 
07932503644; chunter2009@hotmail.co.uk 

Please send any material for the Magazine by the 17th of the 
month 

The Church garden work 

party this month will be 

on  

Saturday  

10th April 

from 2-4pm 
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Vicar’s Letter for April 2021 

 

“If all goes well” 

 

Last month, I set out the stages of reopening.  The situation is still subject to 

change.  We plan to open church on Easter Sunday, and then keep the         

situation under review.  It will still be necessary to wear face coverings in 

church, and I do not think it is yet time to begin singing in church. 

 

I am looking forward to being able to have music in church again soon.       

Actually, there are lots of things I am looking forward to.  As you all know, a 

year ago I was taken ill and so this time, this year, I am finding that I am     

enjoying the anticipation of Easter more than normal.  Last year I came off  

of the ventilator and out of intensive care at Easter time.   

 

I missed Easter last year, so what am I looking forward to this year that I 

missed last year?  Well, at a trivial level, Easter Eggs.  In reality, Easter Eggs 

have little to do with the Christian Festival of Easter, but they are nice. 

More seriously, as a priest, I missed presiding at Easter Eucharist.  Even so, in 

hospital I did dream about it.  One day I might share my dreams, but not 

now. 

I wonder how Jesus felt as he approached Good Friday, and Resurrection.      

I wonder if he knew what was going to happen.  I think we do know, with 

some confidence, that he trusted in the bigger picture.  On the Mount of   

Olives, before he was arrested, he prayed, “Not my will, but thy will be 

done.” 

It did all “go well”, and we share and celebrate the Resurrection at Easter. 
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Another part of Easter that I missed was leading the Easter Acclamation. 

 

The president says 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia 

In this, the whole church joyfully shares in the Resurrection. 

 

Slowly, O so slowly, things are returning to a new level of normality.  All of us 

have been touched in some way by this pandemic, maybe our priorities may 

now look different.  Once again, I think of the words of Jesus in prayer, “Not 

my will, but thy will be done.” 

Each time I preside at the Eucharist, as I introduce the confession, I say these 

words: 

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: 

The first commandment is this: 

‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord. 

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. ’ 

The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ 

There is no other commandment greater than these. 

On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets  

 

I hope that we may all remember the last year, and maybe examine our        

priorities, and bring them more in line with those of our Lord. 

God bless 

David 

April 2021 
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Maundy Thursday, time to wash feet 

 

Maundy Thursday is famous for two things. The first is one of the final acts 
that Jesus did before His death: the washing of His own disciples’ feet (see 
John 13).  Jesus washed His disciples’ feet for a purpose: “A new command I 
give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one         
another.” His disciples were to love through service, not domination, of one 
another.  

In Latin, the opening phrase of this sentence is ‘mandatum novum do vobis’. 
The word ‘mundy’ is thus a corruption of the Latin ‘mandatum’                 . 
The ceremony of the ‘washing of the feet’ of members of the  congregation 
came to be an important part of the liturgy (regular worship) of the         
medieval church, symbolising the humility of the clergy, in obedience to the 
example of Christ. 

It is confirmed—St Mary’s is above average! 

 

The average age of a pre-Covid churchgoer in 2020 was 50, whereas 
the average of a person living in England as a whole was 41. So, 
churchgoers are almost 10 years above the average in age. It doesn’t 
vary hugely by gender – in 2020 male churchgoers were 48 on average 
and female 51. 

In Scotland in 2020 folk were slightly older – the average male     
churchgoer was 53 and women were 55. These are against a population 
average of 42, so Scottish churchgoers have a larger gap.  We don’t 
have the same information about Welsh churchgoers or those in            
N Ireland, though their average population ages in 2020 were,             
respectively, 42 and 40 (making the overall UK rate 41). 
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TAYLOR HALDANE BARLEX LLP SOLICITORS 

We offer comprehensive and practical advice for all your legal needs. For a 
cost-effective service contact us today for a free, no obligation quote. 

 
SPECIALISTS IN: 

• RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL CONVEYANCING 

• CRIMINAL MATTERS 

• WILLS & LASTING POWERS OF ATTORNEY 

• PROBATE & ADMINISTRATION OF ESTATES 

• DIVORCE, SEPARATION & CHILD CARE MATTERS 

We offer FREE home visits in relation to Wills and Lasting Powers of Attorney 

Address: 61 Ness Road, Shoeburyness, SS3 9DB  

   Tel: 01702 298282 

Offices also at: Benfleet, Braintree, Chelmsford, Witham,  

   Ipswich & Norwich 

 

http://www.lawsociety.org.uk/support-services/accreditation/family-mediation/
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St James the Least of All   

 

 

 

 

 

On the best way to run a church council meeting 

 

The Rectory 

St. James the Least of All 

 

My dear Nephew Darren 

 

Thank you for inviting me to speak at your church council yesterday. I began 
to suspect that my theme of why Eusebius’s dislike of Sabellianism led to his 
condemnation at the Council of Antioch in 324 was a little misjudged, when 
the only question I was asked after my lecture was if Eusebius was on          
Facebook. 

 

I never realised how much technology is needed these days just to discuss 
church matters. It seemed that everyone had brought their laptop, so they 
could refer to all the diocesan briefing documents and reports that you    
mentioned. I’ve been in the diocese 40 years and have never heard of most of 
those papers.  But then I find it too easy to delete the diocesan mailings,     
unread, with a click of my mouse. 

 

Our church meetings are far more traditional. Since the church floor seems 
to have been carved out of permafrost, our meetings circulate round       
members’ houses. This introduces a nice element of competition, as each 
host tries to outdo the previous one in the baking of cakes. Meetings at   
Colonel Drinkwater’s – a more inappropriate name one cannot imagine – are 
the shortest, since we are always promised wine once the meeting is over. It 
is remarkable how unanimity is achieved on every subject within minutes, 
and nothing appears under “any other business”. 
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Mrs Eddington never troubles us with minutes, largely because she can rarely 
read the notes she takes. She just shares with us whatever she can decipher at 
our next meeting. Last month, she accidentally brought her shopping list      
instead, and so read that out. There followed a lively discussion on whether  
carrots from our local shop were better than those at the supermarket. When 
it was found out she  intended to use them in a venison casserole, endless   
recipes were keenly debated. 

 

We always leave our church meetings well fed, up to date with village gossip, 
and totally untroubled by any church council business. And the lack of any 
minutes ensures that I can then make all the decisions myself, between    
meetings. I think you will find our system has much to be commended. 

 

Your loving uncle, 

 

Eustace 

 

Fighting the pandemic of shame  

 

When it comes to preaching the gospel to 21st century people should we be 
talking more about shame? And will the Covid pandemic change our    
thinking? 

For many years, the Church has focused our gospel appeal around guilt, 
pointing out that men and women need to repent of their sins and turn to 
Christ.  Which, of course, is perfectly true. 

But would our gospel message resonate better with today’s generations if 
we first helped to address a widespread feeling of shame, before looking to 
guilt? 

Guilt says ‘I did something wrong.’ Shame declares ‘I am profoundly wrong.’ 
That feeling of shame is one experienced by many today. 

 

Rebecca Winfrey, a theological and pastoral researcher for a homelessness 
charity, explains: “God is intimately concerned about relieving the shame of 
His people. Never has this been more relevant than in today’s culture, in 
which shame is rife and yet largely unrecognised.” 
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In ‘The Cross and Shame’ (Grove Books), she says: “Shame is much bigger 
than guilt in most people’s concept of what is wrong with themselves.” 

I believe the Covid pandemic could also make the situation much worse, with 
people experiencing the ‘shame’ of debt, redundancy or bankruptcy, or maybe 
the perceived shame of not being actively involved on the ‘front line’ of 
fighting the virus, or facing mental illness. 

Jesus showed people on the margins that they were worthy of love and being 
connected with wider society.  

In His interactions with the Samaritan woman at the well, with the tax collec-
tor Zacchaeus or the woman accused of adultery, He shows compassion and 
affirms the dignity and worth of the individual – addressing their shame –   
before implying any guilt. 

Jesus’s death by public crucifixion was designed by the Romans to be painful, 
humiliating and shameful. Having been subjected to profound human shame, 
the resurrected Christ brings humankind salvation and redemption from 
shame’s dehumanising impact. 

In the Hebrew scriptures, Adam and Eve experience shame after they have 
eaten from the Tree of Life in Eden and have to clothe themselves with fig 
leaves. The Exodus is an account of the Jewish people being released from the 
shame of slavery into the freedom of their worth in God’s eyes. 

Paul writes to the Thessalonians of believers “sharing in the glory of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” To the church in Ephesus, Paul writes that “we are God’s       
handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in 
advance for us to do.” 

Rebecca Winfrey encourages church leaders to teach and model true humility, 
acknowledging their own struggles with shame, and ensure that churches are 
communities that care for people affected by shame.  

New Christians should be taught that they could face shame in a secular      
culture and to know their intrinsic value in God’s sight. 

Winfrey recommends healing prayer and Ignatian-style meditation, where 
people encounter Jesus as they immerse themselves in gospel stories. 

Confession of sin and repentance of our wrongdoings are vital parts of our 
Christian message, but maybe preachers and pastors could also be addressing 
the pandemic of shame in our society.  
 

Editor:  The Revd Peter Crumpler, a Church of England priest in St Albans, Herts, 
and a former communications director for the CofE, considers the power of 
shame. 

https://grovebooks.co.uk/products/p-160-the-cross-and-shame-speaking-of-atonement-to-a-shame-filled-society


10 

 

Winning numbers in March were: 

1st Prize £20.25 Number 60 GMc 

2nd Prize £12.25 Number 16 LJ 

Divine Intervention? 

A little boy was playing outside with his mother’s broom in the garden. 
That night his mother realised her broom was still missing and asked 
her son to go out and bring it in. 

When the little boy confessed he was afraid of the dark, his mother 
tried to comfort him: ‘The Lord is out there too, don’t be afraid.’ 

Hesitantly, the little boy opened the back door and peered out.  He 
called softly: ‘Lord, please will you pass me the broom?’ 
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http://www.merenda.co.uk/
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Congratulations 

To Alan and Rosemary 

Aitchison who were      

married on Monday 3rd 

April 1961 in the parish 

church of All Saints,  

Sutton Courtenay, a village 

on the Thames just below 

Abingdon. This was the   

village that Rosemary had 

grown up in and had been 

a member of the Church 

choir.  
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THE CHURCH WEB SITE 

www.stmarynorthshoebury.org.uk 

 
CONTACT DETAILS 

 
          For all enquiries, including weddings, baptisms, blessings etc.        

 please, in the first instance, contact Pat Fitch. 

01702 585289 

Phone numbers are all area code 01702 unless stated 

        Lead Minister    Revd. David Pierce  07305  710265 
        david@revdavidpierce.net              

Churchwarden   Craig Hunter    07932  503644 
                                           chunter2009@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 
Hall Bookings      Phyl Wickenden                    582185 
       Francine Johnson    589244 
PCC Secretary     Michelle Waters                589026 
Church Finance &   Francine Johnson     589244 
Gift Aid Secretary          
 
Electoral Roll                      Sue Arnold      586453 
Church Diaries  &               Wendy Shipperley    588319  
Flowers co-ordinator        
 
Social, Hall & Fundraising Francine Johnson     589244 
                                           Phyl Wickenden     582185 

    
 
Readers, Chalice Assistants 
& Sides persons Rota   Church Warden      
Parish Magazine   Craig Hunter   07932  503644                                  
       chunter2009@hotmail.co.uk 
Churchyard                       (Vacancy) 
Safeguarding Officer   Pat Fitch       585289 
 
 

  

mailto:david@revdavidpierce.net
https://www.stmarynorthshoebury.org.uk/
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A reflection on our Lent Discussion Group 

-The gospel according to Mark 

 

Each Thursday evening during Lent we have met to read, discuss and reflect on 

readings from Mark. Firstly, thank you to David for organising and keeping us all 

in good order but of equal importance thanks is also due to the participants 

who joined in and shared their views, impressions and insights :- 

 

Pat 

Tony 

Wendy 

Denis 

Steve 

 

I personally was surprised to find many details that I had missed or                  

misunderstood (in a narrative that I thought I knew well) and I know from our 

discussions that others also enjoyed and gained from the meetings. 

David intends that a similar meetings should continue after Easter and we 

would all welcome new visitors – even if you can only come  occasionally  

– I do not think you will be disappointed! 

 

Watch out for the announcement, 

Craig 
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Editor:  the Ven John Barton considers a beloved, national institution…. 

100 years of the PCC 

 

It’s a hundred years since parish churches gained the power to run their 
own affairs, separately from what we now regard as local government. 

 

The religious affairs of a parish, as well as its secular business had been 
controlled by a single committee, which met in the church and was known 
as the ‘Vestry’. Then, in 1894, Parish Councils were formed to deal with    
secular matters; the Vestry continued to oversee church affairs until 1921, 
when Parochial Church Councils (PCC) were established. People still get 
confused by the two. 

Churchwardens have been around since the 13th Century and legally ‘own’ 
the movable contents of the church. They are meant to maintain order in 
the church and churchyard, with the assistance of their staves, if neces-
sary.  In the event of serious disorder today, a mobile phone might be a safer 
instrument, with staves reserved for ceremonial occasions!  Churchwardens 
are now chosen by parishioners, though the Incumbent (ie Vicar or Rector) 
has a limited right of veto. 

Today, anyone on the Electoral Roll of the church (sorry, this is another   
confusion, for the secular Electoral Roll is entirely separate) can attend the    
Annual Parochial Church Meeting, which elects the PCC. The Incumbent is 
an ex officio member, as are other licensed clergy and Churchwardens, 
members of the Deanery Synod, plus any member of the Diocesan Synod 
and General Synod who lives in the parish or is on the Roll. The Incumbent 
chairs the PCC, which elects a Vice-Chair and appoints a Standing            
Committee to transact business between meetings.  

The purpose of a PCC, which must meet at least four times a year, is to con-
sult together with the Incumbent “on matters of general concern and        
importance to the parish”, and that includes the “whole mission of the 
Church”. Did you know that changes to the forms of service, or the vesture 
or the minister, can only happen after consultation?   

Inevitably, money and building maintenance take up a lot of room on the 
Agenda, though we all know they are less important than mission.  It’s a real 
challenge for every PCC member to pray for non-churchgoing parishioners 
and to find imaginative ways of introducing them to Christ and His Church. 

 

If you’ve got this far and are a member of your PCC - congratulations - you 
are a hundred years old this year! 



17 

 

Signs found outside churches…. 

* Free Trip to heaven. Details Inside! 

* Searching for a new look?  Have your faith lifted here! 

* Dusty Bibles lead to Dirty Lives. 

* Come work for the Lord. The work is hard, the hours are long and the 
pay is low. But the retirement benefits are out of this world. 

Expensive boat 

A vicar was planning an Easter pilgrimage to the Holy Land, and was 
aghast when she found it would cost her £50 an hour to rent a boat on 
the Sea of Galilee.  She protested to the travel agent that the cost was 
ridiculous. ‘That might be true,’ replied the travel agent, ‘but you have 
to take into account that the Sea of Galilee is water on which our Lord 
himself walked.’ 

‘Well, at £50 an hour for a boat,’ she replied, ‘I am not surprised!’ 

In praise of the afternoon nap 

A short nap in the afternoon improves your memory and keeps your 
brain more agile.   

People who nap tend to speak more fluently, have greater mental    
agility, and remember things better than those who do not break up 
their day with sleep.  

Even a five-minute nap can offer your brain a chance to down-time and   
replenish itself, so that it is ‘good to go’ again.   

 



18 

 

https://www.stibbards.co.uk/
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Editor: by Tim Lenton 

The first British Prime Minister 

 

Robert Walpole became the first British Prime Minister 300 years ago, on 
3rd April 1721. It was a title he rejected, but historians agree that he             
effectively created that office for himself. 

He was one of the greatest politicians in British history, but he had             
intended to be a clergyman, until his older brother Edward died in 1698, 
leaving him responsible for the considerable Walpole estate. 

His country seat was Houghton Hall in Norfolk, which he used as a base for 
generous, sometimes extravagant hospitality and built up an impressive 
art collection, most of which was later sold and now resides in the          
Hermitage Museum in St Petersburg. 

 

Another part of his legacy is 10 Downing Street, which was offered to him 
personally by George II, but which he accepted as the official residence of 
the First Lord of the Treasury. He was knighted in 1726 and made Earl of 
Orford on his resignation in 1742. 

This month we celebrate  

St George, the patron saint of  
England. He is famous for slaying 
a dragon, a tradition which       
became popular in the Middle     
Ages. Whether he killed an       
actual  dragon is open to      
question!    However, we do 
know that the original George 
was a Roman soldier at the time 
of Emperor Diocletian. He         
refused to  renounce his faith, as 
commanded by the Emperor,    
resulting in his death on  

23 April 303 AD.  
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https://www.guiver.co.uk/?doing_wp_cron=1588516951.5621109008789062500000

